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O Sunday, Merch 14, 1971, Chaplain Merle Brown,
@ et of St Mark s congregation, preeched et hix home
church while on leave from the battle areq aof Viet Nam
Twenty-eieht days later on Faster Sunday, Apri 11 he
wary kidled in action in Viet Natm while once again ful-
[y iy responsibilitics as e chaplain in the hattle arem.
Al the time of his death he was conducting @ waorstip
vervice which was fnferrupted by enemy fire. He wm
whiimately killed in g crashing and bwrning helicopfer.
He wus buried from St Mark's Lauthern Chuwrch on
Suturdey, April 24, In view of thepe evenls, we ore
reproducing his sermon preqched on March 14, in
writiert form.  We befieve that i comes {0 uy now wWith
mew impect and with aew meaning.  We ask you to read
and 1o peverently medilele upon the Word of the Living
trad oy & way procleimed by oome of fHis servamis,
Chapduin Merle DL Brown.

IQURNEY OF LOVE

Groce, mercy and peace be unto you from
God owr Father and from oor Lord aod
Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen

1 want to express a word of appraciation [ the
opportunity to speak to you this moming. 1 am re-
minded somewhat in my own expericoce of oy fist
class sermon at the seminary as | stand before some of
my teachers and fellow clussmates, speaking together
and serving the Lord. T we't cvery day that we have
the apportunity to share in g current event such as Viet
mam, but T don't wanl (o divect your attention entirely
to Viet Nam Lhis morning. 1 want to direct yous
attention Lo the Gospel which is our purpose fur being
there. | want to direct your attention fo a portion of a
verse of St Johy, the 13th chapter, which dply says
“Tove Ome Another,”

Mow may the words of my mouth and the
meditztion of cach hearl, O Lord, be accap-
table in Thy sight as we share together now
this Guepel Mews of Thy redeeming grace.
Amen



Many times today we are concerned about whal iz
happening to our vounger gencralion and maybe whal
is happening to our older genecration. Somctlitnes we
become uncomfortable in the circumstances in which
we find ourselves, but when I become discouraged, as
can happen to all of us, my first and only concern is
the love of Christ because why else are we here this
morming?  Why do you have pastors who serve vou
fuithfully? Why do you serve your Lord faithfully?
Aud iUs only hy considering that love of Christ tha
is shed and shown so dearty on the cross that | can
carty oul my work a3 a chaplain in the Armed Services,
With all the discomlerling and a1l the disquistness in our
lives brovght abowl by war, by misunderstandinps, hy
turmoil here at hone, we soinelimes ask Iz God really
alive?™ Are we really poing to [all apart at Lhe searns? Ix
our nation going to die as have so many other civilica-
tions and governmends in the past? Bul cach Hine this
happens something comes along fo give e rencwed
faith and assurance that the love of Cluist is there and
that in spite of all the things that happen to us loday we
will love and we will have faith and etemnal life,

I suppose ane of the most important things right now
i that we sometimes call a fad or craze of the younge:
generation falling in love again with Jesus Clrist. That
seems odd. It may not seern apparent to you. [ wm sure
thul some of you read in a recent article in a popular
magasine that told about s movement that is coming
oul of California that is bringing Christ back into the
fives of troubled youth. That it is coming back to help
those who have fallen by the way of drugs, who have
been lost o the world because of their very concerned
attitude. I am sure all of you have heard in popubar
somgs in recent weelks an old Tamiliar Gospel hymn
sumg by a current popular singer, Judy Colling, called
“Amazing Grace” and 1 think vou sang it last Wednes-
day wight. T noted in one of the bulleting several wocks
ago that it was an anthem sung in this church,

We note several songs thal come up loday with the
name of Jesus in them. To some of us the songs may
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seem anything but religious, but 1 am convinced as |
work with voung people in the Acmed Services that those
words are sweet words of praise to our Lord. We don’i
find in Scriprura places where He fells us how and when
and in what form we shoull waorship Him, only thal
“Lhin wilt worship Him inoall His glory and hoooe.™
Sorme ol the favorile songs of our Bible camp and ow
youlh loday wre soops like “They Will Koow We Are
Chiristians By Cur Love, By Ow Lowve”

Today [ want Lo take vou along a Journey of Love,
that took me to Viet NMam, that brought you to church
this morning, that brings men and women all over the
world to worship together under the tellowship of
Jesus Christ.

hig of the real challenges of ministering o young
people today is to let them minister to us. Youlh nead
an opportunity to love and the freedom to serve, Thay
want to be koown by their love, not by the clothes they
wear, the length of skirts they wear, the lenpth of therr
bair, but they want to be known by their sarvice, by Lhe
size of their hearts, thar they are concernad. They have
heat unable many of them to accept things as they are,
and as they have been in the past for they have realized
that they're sinners and that they have Tallen short, and
that they are less than perfecl, but they know that
Chrisl accepts them. Do owe koo thal? Do owe accept
that Taet mo maller how fmpecfect we are or where we
serve — Chrisl wecepls us.

Lonrnny weorls T fired iovsell o combination of missionary,
counselor, pastor, Being in Viet Nam | suppose is one
of the joys of the ministry {rom the standpoint of haing
able to serve In these capacities. I'm a counselor 1o muny
reoubled young souls who are searching in the depths of
their lives and hearls for answers 1o owhy things are the
way theyare, as [ am sure many of youare. But as wa oo
down this Journey of Love, they too find thal some-
tirmes the only answer they come up wilh s thal of
Christ.

[n the piclure oo the bulletin that ¥ou have, taken
acouple months ago of a service in the field, vou see twu
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young men that represent a group Lhal was there in the
fichd who came together, relaxing for a foew moments
o warship God.,  They look nothing like # conpresa-
tiom that vou may picture yoursell here this mornimg,
One without a shirt on, one witl 2 hal on, ane with 2
vigaretie in his mouth, in a momentl of repose. Bt
there is samething about that thatl should speak Lo you
and me this morning,  The quict repose of Christ in
their midst that they could relax, thal they could have
agsurance that e cares amd thal theie was someone
thers who shows care by seiving them, and so they can
ralax, that they can be relieved lroan anxicly and can
finel assurance that there is more Lo life than death. So
we worship together, we find hope,

T that Little hamlet that we weic sitling m that day,
that afternoon, | not only broughtl with me Their week's
supply of C rations of tood, their mail, thor goud news
from home, but you will notice in the picture sitling
un Lhe case of O rations is the Bread and the Cup
of the Communion, the Good News of the Breud of
Life, ul the Gaospel,

We find wurselves serving in many unusual ways, many
unusual circumsianees, but when it comes back 1o the
worshiping of Chrsl, there are atill penple who are
encouraged. War is war, 1L dx 4 sign of our weaknessess
that our world is estranged from Christ. War is u result
of man's axercise of the free-will which God enduwed
Him with. God nses war as a punishoment upon sinhil
and rebellious men and fations that deny his Lordship
and dety His demands for justice and merey, God tuens
war's waste of life and energy, and resaurees into s
rerinder of the folly of trusting in material things, Ol
ol war's turmail the righteous suffer and dic along with
the wicked, but they are comforted, they are comluried
by the assurunce that in everything God works for the
good for Lhose who love Him. And so we come down
the road of the Journey of Tove and as we return to the
21st chapter of Revelation, the apening verses, the look
and the hope that we [ind in this Lenten-pre-Faster
season that says "Then 1 saw o now heaven and 5 new
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earth for the first heaven und the first earth had vanished
and there was no longer any seas, and | saw the Holy
City, new Jerusalem, coming dewn out of heaven from
Giod made ready lilee u bride adorned for her husband
and [ heard a loud wedee prochiming from the throne,
Mow at last God has His dwelling among men and e will
dwell among them and they shall be His people and God
LHimselt will be swith them and He will wipe away every
tear troom their eves, There shall be anend o deatl and
the mourning, and crying, and paimn, for the ald arder was
passed away., And He who sat upon the throne said,
Behold I am makiog all things rewe ™

To me that portion of Seriplure is the ssmurance of
the Journey of Lile thal comes o the ulbmale Jormey
of the Love of Cluist on the cross. 1t is imporiant
we learn to minister to cach olher where we are. The
importance ol the missionary and the chaplain i the
fuct that they po and they live in the same enviennment
with the people that they are trying to serve. Sometimes
here as we sil in our own comfortable churchess we are
a long way from the war, [rom the primitive society of
somie of owr mission fields, Trom the sociclios where
Christ is not yvet tully known and we becone somewlial
complacent about whal we are doing,

Five and a half vears apo in this same pulpit 1 was
directed by Dr. Huffman az | obegan my ardained min-
islry Lo be wrgenl in sesson amnd out of seazson for the
Word of God. 1 aon sure that that had Lo gpall over on
each one of us becavse it s not just Lhe elergyinen who
must be urgent in season and oul of season for e Woud
of God but it is each one of us. Hyvery day as we come
clozer and closer 1o that final event of Christ the urgency
shiwdd become more tangible and we should become
mare aware of il

Omie of the concerns of the chureh today iz the fact
that membership i dropping, thal there seems Lo he
less and less people for the missicons, 1 ead in one of the
papers sent by our elivcch poesident saving thet e
are more seminarions graduating thon there are going to
be places tor them. That there are more seminarians that
are interested in poing into missions but there lsn't
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maoney enough to send them and 1 have o stop and
think hack to where I'm at in the would. That T have
lty think of the many people in Viet Nam who do nol
knew Christ and that is just one corner of the waorld
whose society in life has not been ettected vet by this
love which we want to share on the cross, and I have
to ask mysell “Are we teally concerned?”  What have
we done to prevenl the misunderstandings. the lack of
fove, the prevention of war i our own lives, by our own
failure to encourage people in Christ?

b know from serving in o civiliso parsh, there i s
very easy 1o st back and say TWell, hore wee are, we
strupele along with our own problems, owr ewn Lidde
financial hardships in the congregalion; we slruggle
along with a clergyman or pastor that we aren’t really
always sure that he is right; we put up with his idio-
symerasics, amd he with our idiosyncrasies, and we go
along from day to day, and from Sunday to Sunday, and
vear inoand year out, never really stirring up the waters
of concern, jusl boing satisfied with what we have.
And wvet, we huve so much that we can share with the
waorld that we are wasling.

The love of Chuist canmud come inta the world nnless
it comes through vou, and through me and as individual
Christians we must make the first move, No gmount of
talk within these walls will bring others 1o Christ, No
amount of offering put into these offering plates this
marning will bring others to Clrist, but il is only when
our own concerts and our own self-interest and our own
sell-pily and our own lack of selfssacrifice are reversed
thal wu come back again to our own work of bringing
the Guspel to people and people to the Gospel, Culy
then can Lhal Jonrney of Love be realized in eternal life
tor God's people.

Where o we start and where do we stand now as we
lovk 1o each other and as we follow each other slong
the road of thiz temporal Life? Remember we're only
pilgritns,  This i not our permanent home, [t will not
be owr home.  1F all that we had to look for, if all the
voung men who have died or who put their lves ar
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stake every day in Viet Mam or any war zone (some
of you may lmve heen there or in other wars) if all
you had to leok forward was to dying, where would
your bed

A Tvizil Lhe aid station, the clearing station of young
people or young men who have come in, who are laving
hopelessly on the stratchers with maybe portions of their
bodies Bown away or their bodies tull of frasinents and
they look up at me they can smile, and they can say
sornelimes, “Buf there is more to this than whal 1 have
just now experienced.”  Some can say this and others
have nol vet found it And that i3 the vigency of loduy
of vur Gospal preaching is that men tind a faith and a
lowe in Christ or life is nothing more than dying, That
is it, that’s the end, there is no more hope. It is no
wonder that young people hegin to rebel at having to
sacrifice their lives Euuauﬁe they haven't leamed what
sacrifice. means.  They haven’t learned ahour Jesus
Christ and it s important that we conlinue to put that
Word oul, that we witness it by our lives,

As vour sons and daupghter, it they have not alieady
been in the Scrvice of their country, or as they come
into that age brackel, ur mayhe have already been there,
ar mavbe have been piven up W the Lord in sacrifice (o
their country, let it be known o you now the only way
that they are going to have any hope in life is w hnow
what sacrifice means.  That Someone loved them
cncugh Lo give up His life that they could have life.
Il they don’l know that, if they haven't been able to
grasp that in their early church life or in their homes, it
is going to be very hurd for them on the battlefiald of
life because without the hope of slvalion, without the
hope of Lis love that T have been talking aboul, they
cannot show love, They will ool koo whal i1 1, and
they will nor konow what comfort comes from it.

T know that you, and | know that | am concerned
about the world, about peace. We are all tired of war,
but as T said earlier war is a consequence of man’s
wenknesses and zin. When vou read the Old Testament
you find Uhal i i Full of war for God used war to punish,

7



not only His people, bul the enemies, the idolator. And
g0 today you and T ure Paced with an immense problem
of & world tom from end 1o end by conflict and we have
within our lives and within our conscience the responsi
bility of showing it the path of peace as we hring toa
close the Journey of Lifo.

I owould like do have you open with me to hymn

Mo, 352 in yowr Igrmnal and o closs out this portion
of the service reading with me the four stanzas of the
hymn 0 God of Love™ — No. 352, Read out hecause
this is a prayer of peace and it is confirmation af your
CONCETT,

O God of Tove, € King of peace,

Mufre war Frroughou! the work! 1o eemge;
The wrath of sinfiel tran restrain;

Cive pegee, O Grod, give pedce aemin.
Remembor, Lord, oy works of o,

The wonders that our fatfers fold;
Remember not our sin's dark stain,

{rive pece, O God, give peace again,
Wram shell we Fust Dot thee, O Lord?

Whepe rest bul on thy faithfil word?
None ever called on thee fn vain;

Give peges, (2 God, pive peace aguia.
Where sainis and angels dwall above,

AN frearis ave ket in holv Jove:
O bind 1z 1 thar heaveniy chain:

{rive peace, (3 Gad, give pegce again. Amen

And now may that peace of God which passes all
undesstatding keep your hearts and your minds and
your lives full of action in Christ Jesus, our Lord, Amen

Chaplain Merie D. Browy

Chaplain Brown was killed in military action in ¥iet Nam
on Haster Sunday, April 11, 1971, us he was Fathfadly
rendaring service to God and 1o his counliy.

Thuy booldet ix provided do the glory of God and o
honor the memaory of Chaplaim firown by the members
avted [Fiends af §6 Marks Lufferan Chureh,



